
CHORAL HANDBOOK 

‘18-‘19 
 

ATTITUDE AND BEHAVIOR 

 

Students will conduct themselves in an appropriate manner during rehearsals, 

performances, and all other choir activities.  This includes self-discipline, attention and 

effort to accomplish goals. 

 

Specific expectations: 

 

1 Be on time, in your assigned seat, and ready with your folder for class,  

rehearsals, and performances. 

 

2. Remove any gum you are chewing before rehearsals or performances. 

 

3. Have a sharpened pencil in your folder to mark music. 

 

4. Sing with proper singing posture at all times. 

 

5. Develop and practice your listening skills.  Limit exercising your verbal skills. 

 

6. Keep a positive attitude and stay on task.  Show respect for the other members  

of the ensemble. 

 

7. Strive for excellence, not mediocrity. 

 

8. Be responsible for yourself and your belongings. 

 

OUR GOAL is to work toward perfecting our choral skills of: 

 Musicianship Tone Production    Breath Support Diction 

 Posture    Interpretation    Sight-reading    Performing 

 

 

EVALUATION 

 

You will be graded on the following: 

- Daily participation (includes punctuality, attendance, and attitude) 

- Concert participation (includes punctuality, proper concert attire, “on stage” 

and “in audience” behavior) 

- Concert evaluations due 2 days after EVERY concert 

- Tests or projects 

Voice part testing 

Sight-reading 

Theory and vocabulary quizzes 



 

ATTENDANCE 

 

Attendance is expected at all rehearsals and concerts. 

Concerts are not optional. 

An unauthorized absence from class will result in a reduction of 3 percentage points in 

the quarter grade.  Two tardies in one quarter will result in a reduction of the daily 

participation grade, as will each tardy thereafter.  An unauthorized absence from any 

scheduled Choral Performances results in a 20% reduction from the quarter grade.  

 

If you have to miss a performance due to illness, YOU MUST CONTACT THE 

DIRECTOR ahead of time at (224) 632-3179.  Even if you are not in class on the day 

of a scheduled event, you must call if you will miss the event. 

 

A conflict between a scheduled Choral Performance and another school activity requires 

the student to notify the director and sponsor as soon as one is apparent.  Sponsors of the 

conflicting activities will reach a resolution. 

 

It is up to the student to contact the director to get make-up work after a missed 

performance.  The student must complete all make-up work for all excused absences 

within one week of the absence.   

 

 

CONCERT ATTIRE 

 

Treble Ensemble 

White uniform top (purchased through school) 

 Black uniform bottom (purchased through school) 

 black closed toe dress shoes (no flip-flops, boots or sandals) 

 

Concert Choir 

 Long sleeved white uniform top 

 black dress pants, black socks, black dress shoes, red tie (provided by DHS) 

 black uniform skirt, neutral nylons, black dress shoes 

 

Chorale 

 To be worn under choir robes:  

 white collared shirt, black dress pants, black socks, black shoes 

 skirt/blouse or dress (shorter than length of choir robe,) neutral nylons,  

black closed toe dress shoes (no flip flops, boots or sandals) 

 

Choraliers 

 As discussed in class 

  

 

It is the responsibility of the student to get their UNIFORM SKIRT or TUX PANTS 

hemmed.  Uniform skirt length needs to be hemmed to 16” off the floor.  



 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

 DHS Main Line – 224-632-3000 

 

Alicia Akers – Choral Director 

224-632-3179 – office 

  aakers@dist113.org 

 

 

We will do our best to respond to email/phone messages within 24 hours of the next 

school day. 

 

Dee Bolos-Hartman – Fine Arts Department Chairperson 

  224-632-3161 

 

  

 

Private Voice Teachers’ Phone Numbers/Email:  

(not phone accessible at school) 

 

 Robert McNeill   312-404-6743 mcneillvoice@gmail.com 

 

 Benita Wandel  847-831-3270 benitawandel@hotmail.com 

    708-807-0029 cell  

 
Private voice teachers need to be contacted at home 24 hours prior to a lesson cancellation.   

 

Please do not leave lesson cancellation messages on Mrs. Akers’ voice mail. 

 

 

 

 

Per 2 Treble Ensemble/ Fr. Advisory   

   

Per 4 Concert Choir/Fr. Advisory   

 

 Per 5 Chorale     

 

 Per 8 Choraliers     

 

 

 

mailto:aakers@dist113.org
mailto:mcneillvoice@gmail.com
mailto:benitawandel@hotmail.com


I have read and I understand the policies and calendar included in this handbook. 

 

I understand that attendance at concerts is required. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Student’s Name 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Preferred Email (please print clearly) 

 

 

________________________ 

Date 

 

 

Detach this page and return it to Mrs. Akers by Friday, September 7, 2018.   

 

This is the first written assignment, and it will count for 10% of your first quarter grade. 


